Today, I requested that Council President Greg Anderson give me the opportunity at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting on Thursday, February 18th to withdraw Bill 2016-002 that would expand our current Human Rights Ordinance to include the LGBT community.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the past few months, I have held several sunshine meetings with my colleagues, heard from hundreds of concerned citizens, and tirelessly studied this very important issue.  As a result, I have come to the decision that at this time, the City Council and many citizens of Jacksonville still have sincere questions and are not ready to move forward on this issue.
Since my campaign for election to the City Council, I have vigorously supported amending our current Human Rights Ordinance to include all of Jacksonville’s citizens.  I believe that passing this legislation, 2016-002, is imperative if we are truly to be One City—One Jacksonville.  It defines who we are as a city—a city that is inclusive and competitive.  Today, we are stuck in the past, frozen in time, when it comes to human rights.
Mayor Curry should be commended for wanting to move forward on this issue by ordering a departmental directive—an Executive Order, to make certain that we have a nondiscrimination policy including the LGBT community for all City employees, and vendors who do business with the city.  Clearly, however, this directive, while a step forward, does not go far enough
Passing Bill 2016-002 is vital if we are to move our city forward.  
Be assured, this bill and this issue is coming back. 
I plan to take the next several months to continue working with the office of the General Counsel, further addressing the bill’s effect on small businesses, religious organizations and public accommodations.  It is also critical that we make certain that the public understands that this is not a “bathroom bill.”
I want to thank my fellow co-sponsors Aaron Bowman and Jim Love, for their courageous leadership on this issue.  It is my hope and expectation that when we do re-introduce this bill, that other Council Members, too, will lead on this issue that is holding Jacksonville back from being the great city we all know it can be.
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